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5 26H 28 Kendo ihe Bagh Hewett the Comp Pe ne ant 
againit the Vote of this Houſe of the 17th of December laif, whereby it is Ordered That Leave be 
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grven to bring in a Bill for the quicting the Subje@ againſt all Pretences of Concealment whatſoever. 


Oncealments from the Crown are various, as of Crown-lands, Debts juſtly due and owing to the 

Crown, trom Receivers of the Revenue, or from Sheritts, and others who have not made up their 

Accounts, and payed in what 1s due nary os or from Treaſurers, and Keceivers of the Excite, Cu- 

ſtoms, £c. Or in Concealing the King's Stores, and many fuch like things, which (Fithour doubt ) 
are and have been unjuſtly and wrongtully Derained, Concealed, and Smugled trom the Crown, the which is 
an apparent Derriment to the Crown, as well as to the Subject. | 

Now this Bill for quieting the Subject againſt all pretences of Concealment whatſoever, ſeems to ſtrike 
at the whole, and under the ipecious pretence of quieting the Subject, is nothing leſs than to wrong the Crown, 

With humble Submiſſion, as to Land Concealed from the Crown, the Caic is thus, moit or all of thetz 
Lands, were in Poſleflion ot the Crown, in the Reign of the late King Charles I. and moft or al! of the Rents 
received thereupon, were (then) duly Anſwered and Payed for the lame, as by the Minitterial Accounts, in 
his ſaid Majeſties Reign appears; bur it ſo happened, that the Civil Wars in Eng/azd enfued, and then the 
Rights of the Crown were totally Invaded, and at his late Majelty King Charles I. his Reſtauration, and 
Acceſſion to the Crown, theſe Lands or moſt of them, were then given in Charge to the refpettive Receivers, 
( among other the Revenue of the Crown) to Levy and Collect. 

Thar about the 14th Year of the Reign of his {aid late Majeſty King Char/es II. when Sir Anthony Aſhley 
Cooper was Prefident of the Council, and Chancellour of the Exchequer; a Petition was then Prelcated to 
the { then) King in Council, by the (then) Auditors and Receivers of the ſaid Revenue, ſuggeſting thar the 
Receivers Accounts of the Land Revenue were very long, and that the Spers were very many, and that they 
were molt or all of them loſt, and paſt finding out, and were a needleſs burthen upon the Receivers Accounts , 
and praying that tor ſome {uch Reaſons, theſe Lands and Rents might tor the turure be {truck out of the Re- 
ceivers Accounts; it was Ordered accordingly. and the fame Lands and Rents, were ſupered in certain Books, 
in cach reſpective Auditors Office, Entituled Liber? Arrerag', whereby from that time to this, the fame have 
{ain Dormant, and by that means are become Concealments: whereas had they been given in Charge to the 
Mceitengers to Levy and Collect, The ſame, or the greateſt part of them, might have been Recovered and Re- 
ceived, they being the ſame, and as equally the Kight of the Crown, as the other Rents and Eitates pertain- 
ing to Fox as are, and all payable out of viſible Lands and Eſtates, which cannot be removed but (perchance) 
by this long Delay and Neglect, not fo eatily found our as the others are, they being all Eitates either Grant- 
ed from the Crown, by long Leaſes, or under certain Fee-Farm, or other Rents, which is pretumed, were not 
Sold away from the Crown, when the Fee-Farm Rents were Sold, tor that they were ſupered in theſe 
Books, long before the Sale of the Fee-Farm Rents; and indeed, the Fee-Farm Rents ire the leait of theſe 
Concealments. This is Plain agd Marter of Fact. | 

. Thar by the Promorers of the Bill, their own ſhewing there are Conceilments, and if fo, why {ſhould nor 
the Crown have,its Right, as well as the Subjects theirs? and with moit humble Submitton, it is humbly 
Conceived, that Crown Lands were ever intended for the Support of the Honour and Dignity of the Crown, 
as well as for Defraying the Charges of the Civil Liſt, as other Accidental and Contingent Charges. And to 
Diminiſh the Revenue, under the ſpecious pretence of Quicting the Subject, with humble Subiniſſon is a 
pretty kind of Contrivance of the Promoters of this Bill, who may reatonably be ſuppolce, to have part of 
theſe Concealments in their Hands, and ſo would quiet the Poſſeſhon in their own Hands, by Wronging and 
rauding the Crown of its juſt Right. | 

Thar beſides theſe ments, there are other Concealed Eſtates, which of Right pertain to the Crown, 
as Direlid Larids, and Lands Eſcheated and Forteited to the Crown, by Atrainder tor high Treaſon, and other- 
wiſe; and with moſt Humble Submiſſion, their Eſtates ought likewiſe to be Inſpetted into, fo that the Crown 
therein ought to have its Right, and then if the Crown had its Right herein, and the Receivers of the Land 
Revenue, Shcrifts and others, who have not made up their Accounts, and fully payed what is Due thereupon, 
and rhe Treaſurers, and Receivers of the Cuſtoms, and Exciſe, tc. likewits make up their Accounts, and 
tully pay what is Due thereupon, and the Concealments of his Majeſties Stores, and ths Debts due to the 
Crown, be Accountced tor and payed, and the Revenue in General be Infpeted into, then with moſt humble 
Submithon it is Conceived, the Crown would not want {o much Money as now it doth, to Support its Gran- 
dure, nor need the Subjects be ſo grievouſly Taxed as now they are. 

Thar in the gloriousand Memorable Reign of Queen E/zzaberb, the Government was tormented and perpiex- 
ed with Plottings, open Violences, and Rebellions, befides a formidable Invation, trom the tivelling Grearne!s 
and Power of Spain 3 and yet She overcame them with the Charge of a tew Subiidies, Tenths, and Fitteenths 
upon the Subjects: but had the Revenues of the Crown in thoſe Days been Smugled and Concealed as now 
they are, which had its Original Beginning and Foundation from the late unhappy Civil Wars in Eng/2zd, 
upon the Mangling and Dividing the Crown Lands, into the Hands of Private Perſons, as a Reward for thei: 
Rebellion, which hath never fince been thorowly Examined, and lookt into, the Charge and Burthen of thote 
Times muſt have been more Severe upon the Subject; and it is Natural to Mankind, to delire Preſervation, 
and ProteQion to themſelves, and their Religion, Liberty, and Property, with as little Charge as may be: 
And any Government is the moſt Complacent, and Delightful to a People, wherein they are not overwhelmed 
with Taxes, and were the Smuglings and Concealments of the Crown Kevenues, and the Fraudulcat, and 
Secret Truſts of Lands, for Maintenance of Jeſuits, Popiſh Prieſts, and Romiiſh Seminaries, and other Super- 
ſtirious Uſes, which by the Laws of the Land are Forteited to the Crown, Inſpetted into, the Crown would 
not only Flouriſh, and be Advanced to its Antient Grandure, and Dignity ; but the Publick Debts of the Na- 
tion ſoon payed, and in time ſome Duties laid upon the SubjeRs, to make good rhe Detects of the Revenues 
of the Crown, by ſuch Concealments might be laid afide and Suſpended. 

Thar the Subje&ts Complain of heavy Taxes, though extreamly Necelfary. in refpeX to the Charges of an 
Expenſive War, which had the Crown its Due, that Burthen would in a great Meaſure be taken ot, belides 
all which, there are ſeveral other Abuſes of great Value, done to the Revenue of the Crown, by the Managers 
thereof; which if Inſpected into, would maniteltly appear. 

That the Taxes de Arno in Anmm Raiſed tor Maintaining the War againſt France, were not properly a Gift 
to the Crown, but are laid our for Defraying the Charges of the War, and therefore that ſhould be no Argu- 
ment whereby to take away or Diminiſh theſe Concealed Eftares, which are part of the Flower of the Crown. 

Now upon the whole, it is moſt humbly Propounded and Submitted, fince theſe Concealments were {o 
lately in Charge, as in the Reign of King Char/es [1. That inſtead of Leave to be given, to bring in a Bill for 
Quieting the Subject, againſt all pretences of Concealment whatſoever ; Thar a Bill ſhould be brought in, to 
Inſpect rhe ſaid ments. and all other Abuſes, and Wrongs done to the Crown, whereby its Right is 
any ways Diminiſhed or Leſlened, and ro Nominate Commiſhoners to Inſpet the fame, and that the faid 
Commiltoners have Power to {end for Books, Papers, and Wrirings, relating to rhe Diſcovery thereof, and 
to Summon in, and Examine Perſons before them, touching the ſame; and to give Premizms, and Incourage- 
ments, to ſuch of his Majefties SubjeCts as ſhall Diſcover the ſame, according to each Perſons Reſpettive Dif 
covery: And to do this in a Parliamentary way, will take away all Clamours, and is but Common Right, 


done between the Subject and the Crown, All which is moſt humbly Submitted, 8c. 
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